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POWER SUPPLIES, ADELINE 
Grievance 

MR BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [9.46 am]:  I raise with the Minister for Energy a matter of grave concern to my 
constituents.  The issue has had a devastating effect on people in my electorate who might be considered battlers.  
The issue also will cast a very long shadow over Western Power and the good work that Western Power has 
done previously in our community.  Last Tuesday evening, the suburb of Adeline was attacked by vandals.  I 
inform the Minister for Energy that the suburb of Adeline is predominantly a Homeswest suburb.  Some of the 
people who live in that suburb might be considered battlers; certainly a number of them live in public housing.  
From time to time, unfortunately, the suburb of Adeline encounters some antisocial problems; indeed, it 
encounters some problems with vandalism.  Last Tuesday evening, I understand that a number of youths shorted 
out the powerlines in that suburb by throwing a steel pole across the powerlines.  I am told that the power 
suddenly went out about 9.30 pm.  About 10.30 pm, a Western Power team arrived with a view to fixing the 
problem.  It did not immediately locate the pole that was shorting out the wires, so it decided to turn the power 
back on anyway.  The power came back on for about five minutes and immediately went off again.  About 10.50 
pm, the Western Power team found and removed the offending item and then promptly restored the power.  At 
that time, a massive power surge went through the homes in Adeline.  In doing so, it blew up a particularly large 
number of televisions, DVDs, stereos, alarm clocks, washing machines, microwaves - and the list goes on.  The 
damage done to these electrical items was not as a direct result of vandalism; it was a result of Western Power 
restoring the power before fixing the system adequately.  I say again that the damage was done when Western 
Power finally restored the power, at which time a massive power surge went through the homes and all those 
electrical items promptly blew up.   

I had a fairly lengthy meeting with Western Power yesterday.  I said that at this stage 16 constituents have 
contacted my office because they are at their wits end given they do not have a television, a stereo or a DVD as a 
result of that massive power surge.  I put it to Western Power that it is its responsibility to replace those items.  
However, it saddens me to have to say today that Western Power has decided it is not its fault but is an act of 
vandalism.  These items did not blow up as a direct result of an act of vandalism.  They blew when Western 
Power decided to turn on the power before it had fully checked and fixed its system.   

I am appalled at the attitude of Western Power.  Western Power will stand condemned for its actions.  In the past 
Western Power has been a fairly strong supporter of the goldfields community by way of sponsorship and other 
things.  However, in communicating to me yesterday that it will not be paying for the damage to the property of 
these people, it is running the risk of undoing all the good work that it has done in the past.  It is the height of 
arrogance.  It is appalling.  It is a classic case of David versus Goliath.  Many of these people can be considered 
battlers.  Some of these people will have to save for six or seven months to purchase another television.  
However, they have lost not only their television but also all the other electrical equipment in their household.  
The power surge was widespread.  It went through Phoenix Place, Boomerang Crescent, Starlight Place, 
Talamalmo Place, Wychitella Place and a number of other streets in the suburb of Adeline.   
I put it to the Minister for Energy, as the minister ultimately responsible for energy in this State, that the Labor 
Party has an opportunity to empathise with these people who have lost their electrical equipment through no fault 
of their own.  The Labor Party should come to the aid of these people, given that the problem occurred simply 
because Western Power was negligent when it turned the power back on.  It did not check the system properly.  
It simply decided it was time to turn the system back on and give it a go.  It was at that stage that the power surge 
went through and blew up these people’s electrical equipment.  The minister has an opportunity to say that the 
Labor Party will not turn its back on these people in the electorate of Kalgoorlie; the Labor Party understands 
that they have lost this equipment through no fault of their own; and the Labor Party intends to direct Western 
Power to uphold its community obligation by replacing that electrical equipment, and replacing it very quickly.  
Not many of us would manage for long without a television, an alarm clock, a microwave oven or a washing 
machine.  I ask the minister to understand what these people are going through and to show some empathy and 
recognise that this electrical equipment blew up as a direct result not of vandalism but of the negligence  of 
Western Power.  Western Power will stand condemned in the electorate of Kalgoorlie-Boulder unless it comes to 
the aid of this group of people.   
MR RIPPER (Belmont - Minister for Energy) [9.55 am]:  I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for presenting the 
grievance.  It is unfortunate that these people in Adeline have lost all their electrical appliances.  The key 
question is what was the cause of that loss and have these people been the victims of negligence or of a decision 
by Western Power, or have they been the victims of criminal activity.  I sympathise with the position of these 
people.  However, the State does not have a policy of compensating people who have lost property as a result of 
criminal activity.  We have a scheme to compensate people who have suffered personal injury as a result of 
criminal activity, but we do not have a scheme to compensate people who have lost property. 
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Mr Birney:  It was not the result of criminal activity. 
Mr RIPPER:  I understand the member’s argument that the loss has resulted from a decision by Western Power.  
The advice from Western Power, which sets out its view about the events that occurred, states -  

At about 9.10 pm on Tuesday night, 18 June 2002, children were seen throwing wire across overheard 
powerlines near the corner of Johnson and Phoenix Streets, Adeline; a suburb of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  
The vandalism in Johnson Street (from which the cul-de-sacs run) tripped a transformer and blacked out 
four cul-de-sacs - Phoenix, Talamalmo, Wychitella and Starlight Places.  When the wire hit the 
overheard wires, it caused a surge that went into houses and damaged the appliances as the lights went 
out.   
The transformer was loaded to about 200amps although it can go up to 370amps.  If there is a loading of 
more than 370amps, then the transformer fuses will blow.  A volume of current higher than 370amps 
went into the houses in the four cul-de-sacs for an instant before the fuses blew and this led to a power 
cut and damage to the appliances.  Householders would have noticed the damage to the appliances 
when the power was restored.   
Western Power restores the power by replacing the blown fuses.  The householder turns on the light 
switch or the microwave at home.  This restoration process does not cause the appliances to be damaged 
when they are turned on again.  Whilst it is understandable that people may link the restoration of 
power supplies to appliance damage, the evidence is that this is not true. 

Unfortunately neither the member for Kalgoorlie nor I is an electrical engineer.  It is not possible for me to make 
a judgment about whether the power surge that blew up these appliances resulted from the immediate act of 
vandalism or from Western Power’s response to that vandalism.  That is clearly the difference in perspective that 
has been put to the House by the member for Kalgoorlie on behalf of his constituents and by me in reading out 
the advice from Western Power.   

Mr Birney:  Do you even care that people who can least afford it have lost every electrical appliance in their 
household?   

Mr RIPPER:  Of course I care about that, as I care about people who lose their televisions and stereos when 
someone breaks into their houses and steals them, people who lose the duco on their cars because someone 
commits an act of vandalism, or people who lose their mobile phones because someone smashes the rear corner 
windows of their cars and steals them.  The point I am trying to make is that we do not compensate people in this 
society for loss or damage to property as a result of criminal action.  We have a compensation scheme for 
personal injury.  We do not have a compensation scheme for personal property.  On the advice available to me 
from Western Power, this damage was caused not by Western Power but by vandals - criminal elements in the 
community - who disrupted the power system.  It was criminal activity that caused the damage to this equipment.  
I sympathise with anyone who suffers loss of property as a result of criminal activity.  However, in our society 
that matter is handled through household insurance rather than through state government compensation.  That is 
the way things work.  

Mr Birney:  You have been fed a load of rubbish by Western Power.  This happened as a result of Western 
Power restoring the power when it was not ready to be restored.   

Mr RIPPER:  The key point is whether Western Power’s account of events is a justified account.  I do not, and 
neither does the member, I believe, have the capacity to make a judgment on electrical engineering matters -  

Mr Kucera:  He is Charlie Farley, electrical engineer! 

Mr RIPPER:  Yes, unless he is Charlie Farley, electrical engineer, as well as Charlie Farley, LLB.  However, I 
can do this: I have available to me another advisory agency, the Office of Energy.  The Office of Energy has a 
technical and safety division that includes people with electrical engineering qualifications.  Although that part 
of the Office of Energy is due to shift to the Department of Consumer and Employment Protection in a few days, 
I have a capacity to seek advice from that agency on the technical questions that the member has raised.  I will 
seek advice from the Office of Energy on the merits of the argument by the member for Kalgoorlie and the 
merits of the response from Western Power.  I will then make an assessment. 

Western Power advises me that the Ombudsman has previously backed its handling of similar issues.  The 
question of vandalism generally with regard to the power system is an important issue.  On the advice given to 
me, far too many incidents have occurred when the power system has been disrupted by vandalism.  Western 
Power has taken a number of measures to try to reduce the impact of such activities in the future.  I hope that the 
member will work with other community leaders and government agencies in Kalgoorlie to try to prevent or 
minimise this sort of activity in the future.  
 


